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Organic Farmers Share 20 Years Together at the MOSES Organic Farming Conference
Thousands of farmers will travel to La Crosse, Wisconsin, February 26 – 28, 2009, to share stories and swap organic production tips at the 20th annual Organic Farming Conference (OFC) organized by the Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Service (MOSES). The MOSES Organic Farming Conference is the largest organic farming conference in the country and still one of the primary sources of organic farmer networking, training and resource services in the upper Midwest.

The 20th annual OFC, held at the La Crosse Center, will feature over 60 organic farming workshops and 140 exhibitors. Attendees will eat outstanding organic meals and revel in quality entertainment, food and farming films, inspiring speakers and the opportunity to talk with many of the best and brightest organic farmers and farming advocates in the country. Preceding the conference will be the MOSES Organic University, which will offer ten day-long intensive courses focusing on specific organic farming issues and practices and featuring some of the most current and best in organic research and production practices.

MOSES is also honored to be host to two outstanding keynote speakers at the conference in 2009. Vandana Shiva, PhD, physicist and international environmentalist will travel from her native India to speak at the conference on Friday. Time Magazine identified Dr. Shiva as an environmental “hero” in 2003 and Asia Week has called her one of the five most powerful communicators of Asia. Dr. Shiva has pioneered the organic movement in India and has authored many books. Among her many awards are the Alternative Nobel Prize (Right Livelihood Award, 1993), Order of the Golden Ark, Global 500 Award of UN and Earth Day.

Dr. Alan Greene, California pediatrician and ardent advocate of organic food and children’s nutrition issues will speak on Saturday. Dr. Greene has personally touched many during his talks in North America, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. He is the Chair of the Board for The Organic Center and on the Advisory Board of Healthy Child Healthy World. He is a founding partner of the Collaborative on Health and the Environment. In 1995, he launched DrGreene.com, cited by the AMA as “the pioneer physician web site” on the Internet. Dr. Greene is the author of a number of parent guidebooks.
In honor of the 20th anniversary, MOSES will feature an Organic Farming Conference “Timeline: a 20 Year Journey” with photos from previous conferences and room for current conference attendees to write brief thoughts on where organic and sustainable farming is headed in the next 20 years.

If you register by February 11, cost to attend the conference is $175 which includes breakfast, lunch, snacks, workshops, general sessions, admission to the exhibit hall, and evening entertainment. Supper is available at the conference for $15. For those who want to attend the in-depth Organic University sessions on Thursday, February 26, the cost is $150. There will be activities for children and teens on Friday and Saturday. Volunteer opportunities abound at the conference for those who want to lend a helping hand and get involved. The MOSES website, www.mosesorganic.org, is quite extensive and a great place for more details – plus, you can register online.
To request a conference flyer with complete information, contact the MOSES office at 715-772-3153 OR info@mosesorganic.org OR go to the MOSES website for information and to register at: www.mosesorganic.org
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