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Midwest Organic Farming Community Announces Top Priorities for 2007 Farm Bill -- Key U.S. Senator Says Federal Support Needed to Assist Farmers' Transition to Organic  

The 18th annual Upper Midwest Organic Farming Conference held in La Crosse, WI, brought the organic farming community together for three days in February.  In spite of a huge winter storm, 2300 people registered for what has become the nation’s largest organic farming conference. Discussion of the 2007 Farm Bill was central to this year’s conference. Considerable interest exists among farmers in organic production, but significant changes are necessary to provide the educational and financial support for the transition process. Herb Kohl, a key U.S. Senator from Wisconsin who attended the conference, agreed.  

Speaking at a news conference during the three day event, Senator Kohl told attendees, "As Chairman of the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee in the Senate, I am an advocate for transition assistance that helps family farms make the leap to organic. These farmers will need our encouragement and our support."  Kohl added, "We need to make sure that basic agriculture research reflects our nation's priorities and leads us to a brighter future with cleaner water and cleaner air and energy independence."   Quoted in the La Crosse Tribune, Kohl also said, "I'm a huge fan of the organic movement.  I think it's great for America."
 Faye Jones, Executive Director of Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education Service (MOSES) in Spring Valley, WI, said that Congress and the USDA need to remove obstacles to organic transition and offer incentives to farmers considering this change. Jones noted three specific priorities.  “We need expanded support for organic agriculture research and education, we need a federal commitment to share the costs of organic certification, and we need the full funding and implementation of the Conservation Security Program."

         
Faye Jones said that MOSES’ toll-free Farmer Transition Hotline has been receiving 20-30 calls per week from Midwestern farmers since its inception last fall. The hotline provides technical assistance to those considering organic farming.  Jones said that making the transition to organic production is an important and serious management decision that benefits individual farm families, as well as the broader public.  “With organic farming, we get more stable income for the producer, a healthier environment, and food grown without pesticides and antibiotics.” 
Jones also said that with Midwestern lawmakers now leading key Congressional agriculture and appropriations committees, we have an opportunity for the region's citizens to have substantial influence on national farm and food policy.  
Western Wisconsin, southeast Minnesota and northeast Iowa have a large number of organic farmers.  According to the USDA, Wisconsin’s third congressional district, on the southwest flank of the state, has the second highest number of organic farmers (506) of any congressional district in the US.  Only Vermont, which only has one congressional district, has more organic farmers (650).
