Al-Mar Orchard Field Day – June 25
Don’t miss an exceptional event that provides in-depth information and ways to reduce risk for organic apple production.  

Al-Mar Orchards of 120 acres is probably the largest certified organic orchard in the Midwest. And Jim Koan is certainly among the most innovative of growers.  If you visited the farm even last year, you will find some things that Jim is doing differently.  He is constantly trying something different to better build soil health and tree health, thin blossoms, prevent pest buildups, and enhance beneficial populations, both above and in the soil. While some blocks have older varieties at low-densities, the orchard is gradually converting to 1000 trees per acre on trellis and includes disease-resistant varieties in its selections.  

Jim is experimenting with integrating organic pork with organic apple production, originally conceived to help control plum curculio.  See past issues of Just Picked on this website for more info on this and Al-Mar Orchard.  

They make fresh-pressed sweet cider, hard cider, and apple wines.  They have a farm store selling a diversity of products from their farm and beyond.  They provide educational tours for groups of all ages. They will talk about one of their newer, local markets: buying clubs and CSAs.  

Jim is conducting a hops variety trial thinking that hops production may work well for growers used to high-density, trellised systems and to supply local brewers.  

He is excited to share what he is learning and hopes everyone will share ideas and their experiences so that we all improve our organic production systems. 

Jim and his wife, Karen Koan, will show their high-density plantings, packing shed, apple pressing room, and several research projects underway with Michigan State University.  The research projects deal with controlling plum curculio with biopesticides and with swine; hops production, and beneficial insects and native pollinators.  There will be optional tours at the day’s end on additional topics. 

Lunch will be served on-farm using Al-Mar Orchard foods as well as other local and/or organic ingredients. 

The draft agenda (meaning subject to change) follows.

thursday,  June  25  (Draft Agenda) 

9:00
Registration

10:00 
Welcome and Farm Overview

10:30 Group A – Al-Mar Orchard Tour & Equipment– Jim Koan, Dick Alday

Soil preparation, high-density planting, scab-resistant varieties, and insect and disease management priorities

Group B- On-Farm Research at Al-Mar Orchard 

· Innovations and biopesticides in PC control–Mark Whalon, Pete Nelson, Zach Koan, MSU

· Cutting-edge integrated, organic insect pest management – David Epstein and Larry Gut, MSU

· Conservation plantings for beneficial insects & pollinators - Rufus Isaacs & Brett Blaauw, MSU

· Organic hog and apple production – David Epstein & Matt Grieshop, MSU

12:30  Lunch and Invite to Join the Organic Tree Fruit Association 

1:30  
Packing shed, apple mill and press, and markets – Jim and Karen Koan

2:15 
Groups switch tours

Group A – On-Farm Research at Al-Mar Orchard (See above.)


Group B - Al-Mar Orchard Tour & Equipment – (See above.)

4:15 – 5:00   Optional Tours:


Organic Hops Research – Matt Grieshop, MSU


Organic Greenhouse Vegetable and Compost Production – Michael Solomon, Al-Mar Orchard


Optimizing Organic Swine Management with Orchard Needs – Randy Foreman, Al-Mar Orchard

Additional Information:

· Advance registration is required and must be postmarked by June 16 for the $20 per person rate.  After June 16 the fee is $25 per person.  

· Directions will be sent by email to all paid registrants.  

· For lodging and restaurants check out Owosso, MI at www.shiawassee.org/pages_cvb/accommodations.htm .

· The field day is rain or shine. 

