Advanced Grower Retreat  - March 5-6, 2009

Draft Detailed Agenda 

Kellogg Center, East Lansing, Michigan
Persons listed per topic will provide information and facilitate discussion. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5

1:00 
Register - Deirdre Birmingham

1:30 
Welcome -Deirdre Birmingham

1:40  
Grower introductions  (Each grower has 4 min to introduce him or herself, briefly describe their orchard and products, including value-added. State specific topics to discuss.  DB records on flip chart.) 

3:40 
Break 

4:00 
Organic Tree Fruit Association – Harry Hoch, Chair Advisory Board

What it is.   Who it is for.  Why it is forming.  (more on Friday afternoon)

4:15 
Crop Insurance – RMA recorded presentation
4:45 
Trends in markets and pricing for fresh, conventionally and organically grown tree fruits – Jim Koan    Why we should know this and what we should do with this information.

5:30 
Break for dinner

6:00 
Leave for dinner at Larry Gut’s  

 FRIDAY, MARCH 6 

8:00
Review day’s agenda  (Introduce Michael Phillips)

8:15 
Grower price information sharing system – Tom Rosenfeld 

First year results, second year plans 

9:15 
Other markets: Selling to CSA’s and Buying Clubs (Jim Koan, Harry Hoch) 

10:00   Break


10:30 
Value-added products for organic tree fruits – Timothy Young

Trends, determining markets, getting new products developed, finding your market. 

12:00 
Lunch with MSU faculty involved in organic tree fruit research

1:45   Labeling and legal requirements,–Jim Koan, Timothy Young, Lynn from Rockford Packaging, UPC- basics Harry Hoch
3:15   Break

3:45 
Apple production issues, topic is the group’s choice – Harry Hoch

4:30 
OTFA discussion, what should this organization do for us?
5:00 
Adjourn

(MOFFA Organic Conference begins at 7 PM.) 

