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For Immediate Release

Contact: 
Deirdre Birmingham, 608-967-2362, deirdreb@mindspring.com



Jim Koan, 810-659-6568, almarapple@aol.com
Organic Apple Field Day, June 25 at Al-Mar Orchards in

Flushing, Michigan
Mineral Point, WI (May 11, 2009) - The Organic Tree Fruit Growers Association announces an exceptional event for all tree fruit growers at Al-Mar Orchards on June 25 in Flushing, Michigan.  This event will provide a breadth and depth of information on organic apple production and on-farm research never before offered in Michigan or surrounding states. 

The event, sponsored by The Organic Tree Fruit Growers Association and hosted by Jim and Karen Koan of Al-Mar Orchards, begins at 9 AM on Thursday, June 25.  The program will focus on the Orchard’s high-density planting system and orchard equipment.  Mr. Koan will show his three-year soil preparation program as well as orchard spacing, details of choosing disease-resistant varieties, and insect pest and disease control.  The Koan’s will provide a tour of their facilities to include their apple pressing operation, packing line, and discuss how to access newer, local markets that have increased their business. 

Al-Mar Orchards is the largest certified organic orchard in the Midwest and Mr. Koan is considered to be among the region’s most innovative growers.  Currently, four teams of Michigan State University researchers are studying and working with the Koans to understand and improve their organic system.  These researchers will be featured in the field day program: Mark Whalon will show innovations in biopesticide research.  David Epstein will represent a team of researchers who are helping Jim with an experiment that utilizes pigs to clean up June apple drops as a means to reduce insect pests.  “The first two years of results have been amazing.  This system might not only improve organic apple production and but help growers diversify their revenue streams,” Mr. Koan said.  Another team lead by Rufus Isaac of MSU will show beneficial insect and native pollinator habitat research.  A fourth researcher, Matt Grieshop of MSU, is studying organic hops production as another means to diversify farm production.  Hops production might match well with the skills and resources of growers accustomed to trellised operations.  

Optional tours will cover the organic hops research, organic green house vegetable and compost production, and organic swine production.  

Advance registration is required by June 16 along with a $20 registration fee.  An on-farm lunch will be provided that features Al-Mar Orchards products and other local, organic foods.  

(more)

The registration form is available at http://www.mosesorganic.org/treefruit/events.htm, or by contacting Deirdre at deirdreb@mindspring.com or 608-967-2362. A late fee will apply.

The Association appreciates funding for this event from the USDA Risk Management Agency.  

The Organic Tree Fruit Growers Association was started as the Midwest Organic Tree Fruit Growers Network in 2004 by growers for the purpose of sharing information and encouraging research to improve organic tree fruit production and marketing in the Midwest, and to represent growers engaged in such.
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