Advanced Grower Retreat – March 5-6 – East Lansing, Michigan

Due to the popularity of the first, the Network is hosting its 2nd Advanced Grower Retreat just before and in the same building as the Organic Conference of the Michigan Organic Food and Farming Alliance.  Our Retreat will start at 1:30 PM on Thursday, March 5 and end Friday at 5 PM.  The site will be the Kellogg Center on the campus of Michigan State University.  The Organic Conference starts at 7 PM Friday and runs all day on Saturday.  For purposes of group dynamics, our Retreat is limited to 30 growers. 

The Retreat will be a grower-to-grower discussion time.  Growers are encouraged to bring their production, marketing, and expense data to refer to during discussions.  The discussions will be on what you want to talk about, particularly on three major areas:  common production issues, value-added products, and markets and pricing.  The Advisory Board of the Organic Tree Fruit Association will also update us on their progress and invite input.  

For the markets and pricing discussion Tom Rosenfeld will report on year one and discuss plans for year two of the new grower price sharing system that was initiated at the last Retreat.  He will review how it went, how many participated, and the types of data shared. What growers got out of it will be discussed as well as how it can be improved.  Tim Young, President and Chef of the Food for Thought company (www.foodforthought.net) is invited as a resource person to help with our discussions on organic value-added products.  How to get established, what customers are looking for, common problems and unexpected costs in getting certain products started will all be part of the discussions.  More input is needed from growers on the specific production challenges they want to discuss at the Retreat.  Please contact Deirdre if you haven’t already with your suggestions. 

Register early since the Retreat size is limited.  Advance registration is due by February 20 so that food can be ordered.  The registration fee of $50 per person covers Thursday dinner, a continental breakfast and lunch on Friday as well as refreshments throughout both days.  

The Kellogg Center is reserving hotel rooms for us until February 3.  All rooms are $85 plus tax.  Each room has one king or two double beds.  Call 517-432-4000 ext 5121 and ask for rooms with the MOFFA Organic Conference.   

I encourage you to stay for the MOFFA Organic Conference.  Michael Phillips, author of “The Apple Grower” will be a keynote speaker and workshop leader at the Conference.  Michael will also participate as a grower Friday in our Grower Retreat.  He will be coming straight from a similar grower gathering held in Massachusetts.  Call MOFFA at 248-262-6826, visit their website above or email moffaorganic@gmail.com for more information. 

We thank George Bird of the MOFFA board and Michigan State University faculty for making it possible for us to collaborate with and benefit from the MOFFA Conference and the Kellogg Center facilities.  The Kellogg Center is hosting MSU’s Agriculture and Natural Resources week that starts March 7.  

We again appreciate the support of the USDA Risk Management Agency for another Grower Retreat.

Links:

Advance registration – this is an attached document in MS Word

Kellogg Center – www.hfs.msu.edu/kellogg/
MOFFA - www.moffa.org
