Midwest Organic Tree Fruit Growers Network
Advisory Council Meeting – Draft Minutes
Location: Hoch Orchard & Gardens, La Crescent, MN

Date: June 27, 2008
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:30

Council members present: Harry Hoch, David Sliwa, Jim Koan, Tom Rosenfeld, Maury Wills

Others present: Deirdre Birmingham, Perry-O Sliwa, Dan Kelly

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The council meeting began with a discussion of various ways to approach establishing an organic tree fruit membership organization.  Harry Hoch lead the discussion and served as chair during the meeting.  Maury Wills served as secretary.
Harry proposed the idea that the Network continue in its current form and that it would remain free-of-charge to those who want to participate in email discussions regarding organic tree fruit.  This prompted various comments from council members.  Comments were supportive of the idea that this new membership structure would allow broad-based grower participation via the Network at no cost and that the membership structure would also provide professional support and benefits to dues paying members.
The following motions were discussed and passed unanimously:

1. As of October 1, 2008, the council will form a professional organization called the “Organic Tree Fruit Association” (OTFA).  OTFA will serve the mission statement as developed with dues paying members.  

2. OTFA will sponsor the Network at no charge to its participants.  The Network will be evaluated on an on-going basis by the Association Board and will be amended as deemed necessary.

3. The council will register the “Organic Tree Fruit Association” as an organization and will proceed to manage all matters related to the mission and purpose of the organization.

4. The Midwest Organic Tree Fruit Association (MOTFA) will transfer funds to the OTFA.  MOTFA will be reorganized as OTFA or it will be terminated.

5. Annual membership in OTFA will be $50 per member. 

6. The OTFA Board of Directors shall be comprised of certified organic tree fruit growers.  (Note: This motion passed after much discussion about criteria for being on the board of directors)

The meeting ended at 12:30 pm with the next meeting time and date to be determined.

