Peninsular Agriculture Research Station – Matt Stasiak and Dick Weidmen are establishing an organically managed tart cherry and apple orchard. 

The apple block is spaced at 15 x 6 feet. The two outer rows on all four sides of the block will be Scarlet O'Hare/G16. Within the block there will be one to two rows of the following six varietial and rootstock combinations: one row of Murray/G16, two rows of Sansa/ELMA26, one row of Pixie Crunch/NIC29, one row of Florina/G16, two rows of Honeycrisp/B9, and one row of Nova Spy/G16. The Honeycrisp were planted in 2005 and ideally the remaining varieties will be planted in 2006 and 2007. Overlaid on to this are experiments with three types of mulching systems: organic mulch, plastic mulch, and a combination of these two. Matt Stasiak is working with UW plant pathologist, Patty McManus, to see if the biocontrol bacterium Bacillus (Serenade) would be inhibited by copper. They hope to have results to share soon. If copper doesn’t knock back Serenade, that would be a good thing for growers who wish to use both. 

Eighty Montmorency cherries on Gisela-6 were planted in 2005 at a spacing of 18 feet aisleways and 16 feet within-row spacing. Rows are mulched with woven plastic except for one row mulched in organic materials. Hybrid populars will be planted for mulch material adjacent to the cherry orchard. 
